
Indivisible SOS Meeting 2-28-22 

Announcements 

1. Remember to send your bio and photo to Dottie and Jana by March 7. 
2. We just sent out a survey to assess interest in an idea from Trudy O’Toole to 

create an informal discussion group to discuss topics in-depth. Please 
complete asap. 

3. Please let Sandy know if you plan to attend the NM Indivisible conference in 
ABQ at the end of April 

4. On March 14, Rachel will continue her overview of the legislative session 
5. Let Sandy know if you’re interested in being a mentor to a new member 

Introduction of new members 

1. Robin Robertson, friend of Paula’s. Was an Assoc Dean at SMU, then head of 
two independent schools, Emma Willard and Milton Academy. She is an 
archaeologist, now retired and in SF. 

2. Neely McCollor, has lived in SF for three years, before that in Colorado for 
many years, and then did quite a bit of traveling after retirement. Was 
politically active in CO. Was clinic director for Planned Parenthood. Cynthia 
plays pickleball with her husband. 

3. Lori Shepard, neighbor of Dottie and Monica. Came to Reproductive Rights 
rally. She is active with NM to Prevent Gun Violence. A clinical social worker 
from Houston. She has worked with youth in trauma and now taking some 
time off to heal. 

4. Trudy O’Toole, has lived in SF for 7 years and has a particular interest in 
environment. 

5. Cindy Pabst moved here in May of ’20. She has been activated since Trump 
was elected. She is also involved with Retake Our Democracy and the county 
Dems. She is retired so has time to be an activist. 

6. Faith Garfield.  She serves on the ACLU board with Rachel Feldman.  

7. Teri Hackler. Invited by Faith. Moved here in 1969, started a pre-school in ’71 
and taught there.  

8. Chris Waddill, has lived here since Nov ’21. Originally from Rochester, NY: 
former academician.  Her focus is hold House +Senate.  

 1



General discussion 

Marti noted that Working America is doing letter writing campaigns right now in 
battleground states. Roberta said that Vote Forward’s campaigns don’t start until 
October. Ricann added that we can write Vote Forward letters now at a leisurely 
pace, between our other campaigns, as they are not mailed until October.  

Monica asked what we might do to address the situation in Ukraine. She’s checking 
with Indivisible national to see if they have suggestions. Ricann saw on CNN that 
Public Good has identified groups offering humanitarian support to Ukraine. https://
action.publicgood.com/campaign/13ac7e1b-4de6-4f7c-b128-4346f73b9832 
Jayne said that Global Empowerment Mission is packing boxes of essentials to give 
Ukrainians crossing the border. Also providing airline tickets. https://
www.globalempowermentmission.org/ 
Roberta sent this link: https://www.hias.org/news/press-releases/hias-statement-
humanitarian-crisis-ukraine  

Pam gave a short report on the monthly national grassroots leadership network call. 
The discussion centered on environmental laws, free community college, improving 
social media capability. Pam suggested our group consider establishing an economic 
justice committee. Marti said this is under consideration. 

Speaker: NM Senator Liz Stefanics 

Liz represents district 39, which covers six counties, and has interest in seniors, 
hunger, healthcare, water, renewables. She is chair of the senate conservation 
committee. Liz provided an overview of the recently concluded legislative session.  

Of 505 bills introduced, only 64 passed. But Liz noted this was a 30 day session 
intended to focus on the budget. The governor has until March 9 to sign bills so we 
should weigh in on what’s important to us asap. 

Liz carried three bills for the governor: opportunity scholarships, re-insurance, and 
creating a fund for rural hospitals to apply for losses in setting up new services. The 
first two bills passed. 

Budget:  
• increased oil/gas income and federal pandemic relief funds.  
• 14% increase in income over last year 
• 8.5 billion: 3.87 for public education (increase of 12%) 
• pay raises for teachers 
• 7% raise for state workers and minimum $15/hour for state workers 
• $1.3 billion for Medicaid 
• increases for environment and minerals/energy depts 
• pay raises for state police 
• $373m for transportation projects, including Cerrillos Rd in Santa Fe 

• The state tax on social security was eliminated for individuals with $100K or 
less in income and $150K for joint filers.  

• Gross receipts tax on feminine hygiene products was eliminated.  
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• GRT across the state was reduced by .25 percent 
• About 27% of total budget was placed in reserves for future 

The omnibus crime bill that passed has mixed reactions. Liz said that the governor 
needs some of these issues to run on, especially because she’s been highly 
criticized for her Covid rules. Her re-election will not be easy. The bill eliminated the 
statute of limitations for second degree murder, increased death benefits for police, 
increased penalties for violent crimes, increased the number of judges, removed 
the panic defense, where a defendant can claim he committed a crime because the 
person was LGBTQ; makes it a crime to operate an auto chop shop and to threaten 
a judge’s family. Rachel Feldman said that some of the bill’s content violates the 
law. Liz suggested that Gail Chasey and Joseph Cervantes, who craft the final bills, 
should hear from us. 

The starting salary for teachers is now $50K and goes up to $70K based on 
experience/education. Liz said NM is now one of only a few states in the country to 
start teachers at $50K.  

The new opportunity scholarship (not lottery) will support those who are returning 
to school to obtain a credit certificate, associate or undergrad degree. Ricann asked 
if opportunity scholarships apply to green jobs and Liz responded that any career 
identified by the Workforce department as needed in NM qualifies. 

Possession of fentanyl test strips is now legal.  

Liz’s work to establish school-based health clinics was defeated but HB91, which 
streamlined the process of licensing healthcare workers moving here from other 
places, passed. 

Environmental bills included: 
• Clean-up of uranium mines, in particular in the Four Corners area  
• Grants for more than 30 water conservation projects 
• Extended solar tax credit 
• Grant program for energy efficient homes 
• The senate did not have an appetite for hydrogen 

There were three voting rights bills -- SB 6,8,144 – which were combined in the 
House without full Senate approval. Because of last-minute filibuster the Senate 
never heard these bills. Liz feels that if the bills had been kept separate, one or two 
would have passed. Bills included allow 16 year-olds to vote, open primaries, 
election day holiday and creation of an independent redistricting commission. 

A very important cannabis bill didn’t pass. This bill attempted to level the playing 
field for small cannabis growers. 

Liz carried a number of bills in support of nurses, including expanding nursing 
training; $1m for direct grants and loans to nurses; and a one-time, $1,000 tax 
credit, for hospital nurses in 2022. Rachel Feldman thanked Liz for the nursing 
opportunity act. Liz said 6,600 nurses are needed in NM. 
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Predatory lending got dropped to 36%. 

A major housing trust fund was created, thanks to Sen. Nancy Rodriguez’s hard 
work. For every $1m NM adds to the fund, $29m is contributed by the feds.  

Question was asked about how new low-income housing initiatives will work. Liz 
said one is a joint resolution that goes on the ballot for a public vote; this would 
change the anti-donation clause to allow state money to assist low-income 
homeowners.. There is also a fund that’s much like weatherization $$, which goes 
to tribes, cities and counties to help repair insulation, roofs, etc.  

In response to Gloria Gordon’s question about what we can do to block a hydrogen 
hub, especially now that the governor has proposed a four-state agreement, Liz 
said it is out of the legislature’s hands unless they pass a bill next year to place 
constraints. She recommends we join with the coalition of NM environmental groups 
to oppose. 

Cindy Pabst asked about how the appropriations process works, since it seems that 
all the money is grabbed before the session even begins. Liz explained that the 
Legislative Finance Committee comes up with a proposed budget before the session 
starts. In January, the governor presents her budget and then the two need to be 
combined. Liz said there’s no doubt that legislators are very powerful re: what goes 
in/gets taken out of the budget. She said that when senators get to the session 
they must analyze budgets and identify what theylike/don’t like. She is not on 
Senate finance committees; if she wants money for a project she has to go to the 
chair or individual committee members and convince them that it’s important. Sen. 
Munoz is chair of finance.  

Elizabeth Fryer asked how we get to zero emissions. Liz noted that the clean fuel 
standards bill didn’t pass. She thinks that Clean Futures should be a variety of bills 
that achieve the goals. She said you need renewables, clean fuel, environmental 
standards, oversight and penalties, and these come in different bills. Usually state 
environmental groups start coordinating very early to push as a coalition. She 
expects a big push will come next year in the 60-day session. She expects that Sen 
Steinborn will continue to work on re-organization of the Game+Fish department, 
which is controversial but can have a big impact. She strongly suggests we join the 
environmental coalition.. 

Rachel commented on the lack of transparency in the budget process and in tax 
laws. Liz agreed and noted that it’s 100% better than it was 20 years ago. She said 
that many newly elected senators want more transparency, including members of 
Senate finance. The change needs to come from senate leadership and leadership 
of finance committee and these are the people we should challenge to make 
change. 

Jan Cohen asked that Liz be aware that rebates are better than tax credits (i.e. for 
solar, electric vehicles, energy efficient appliances, etc.) for low-income New 
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Mexicans, since the latter don’t have enough deductions to take advantage of 
those. 

Cindy expressed interesting in learning more and participating in the legislative 
process as is Neely McCollor. Rachel said that she will train Cindy and Neely (and 
others) and serve as a legislative budget expert for the group. 
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