
3/21/22 NOTES 

SOS Membership Meeting


1. Indivisible Conference will be on the evening of April 29th and all day 
Saturday April 30th. Registration is open for the Indivisible conference 
Please let us know when you sign up.  We also need a volunteer to find us 
a nice hotel near the conference site for those of us who wish to stay over 
Friday night.  

2. Our discussion group will launch in April -still looking for a second 
coordinator-- maybe in blocks of three months. 

3. New post cards coming, for Georgia. Several people signed up to write 
some cards. They will be distributed next week, we are getting 3000 cards, 
to be mailed April 15-25th. 

4. Brief reports from those who attended Indivisible or partner related 
meetings. 

• Marti reported on the Public Power meeting on how to move forward in the 
new legislative session. She and several others attended. There were 2 
break out sessions: 1. in which people used virtual post it notes to do 
some power mapping of players, their relative power and influence.          
2. Where we divided into 3 groups of Narrative, Grassroots Organization 
and Grass tips each group discussed best ways forward within these 
parameters. Marti will be our liaison to this group.  

• Notes from meeting with Senator Lujan’s staff (3/15/22) attached below. 
5. Ukrainian support here in Santa Fe -   
6. Our speaker was NMHouse Representative Linda Serrato, district 45 with 

support from Cara Lynch (co-founder of Legislation Momentum). She 
spoke mostly about how important equity is to representation and the 
outcomes of legislation.  

• She is 1 of 8 young women house members that have families, kids, jobs   
and are legislators. Led by Rep Rubio and supported by Legislation 
Momentum (LM) group, which was started by Cara Lunch and Beth 
Bardwell to amplify the voices of women. One example of where there was 
success was with broadband legislation. LM assists with research and 
focusing on the finer points of legislation. 

• The interim session is far busier than the 30 or 60 day sessions. 
• The budget for the 30 day session is basically done by the time the 

legislative session starts in January. Changes in budget process are 
needed. Rachel offered to help Rep Serrato with research, etc on budget. 

• The legislators have no dedicated staff to handle constituent services 
throughout the year. There is no staff after the session. 

• She has personally served in more Special Sessions (since she took office 
in 2020) than regular sessions. 



• On modernizing the legislature (pay legislators, increase session time, 
provide for paid, dedicated staff) In the Jr Funding Bill that the Governor 
vetoed, is funding to pay for a study by UNM Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research (BEBER). Several House members set aside a 
portion of their Jr Funds to pay for this study. It is hoped that in the 
upcoming Special Session (first week of April) this can be addressed. 

• This group has been looking at other states to learn what works. National  
Conference of State Legislatures. https://www.ncsl.org is the best place to 
find out what other states do. NM is the the only state to pay a salary of 
$0. 

• What can bring more diverse voices to the legislature? More reps with 
families, more women, more people of color, more rural voices. If you own 
your own business, you can easily serve on the legislature. 

Q. How do you address the mindset of many legislators the the status quo is 
fine? 

A. There has been a shift in the number of women in the legislature which 
helps. 2 concerns: 1. There have been haphazard proposals in the past, 
not presented as a package. 2. Lack of rural voices is a concern. We must 
do more to engage with those areas of the state. 

Q. What would it take to make a change? A Constitutional Amendment (CA)? 
A. Study and recommendations form BEBER. In the interim session, we will 

discuss details and sort out differences. The bill for the CA will be more 
general. It must pass both chambers and signed by the Governor and then 
to voters.  

B. Paid staff is most important. Now Rep Serrato relies on volunteers, college 
students, retire friends and her campaign staff. 

C. One reason this hasn’t passed before is the focus has been on paying the 
legislators. 

Q. Public piece might be hardest to get people to vote in the referendum. What 
does the campaign look like and how do we help? 

A. Radio is important especially in rural areas. 
B. Coordination among Indivisible groups and other grassroots groups. 
C. This needs to begin now.  

 1. Engage in conversations with with community members to help with   
 campaign. 
 2. Letters to the editor, etc.

https://www.ncsl.org


Minutes from Coordinated Indivisible Group Meeting with Senator Ben Ray Lujan’s Staff 
Tuesday March 15, 2022, 11:00 AM 

Attendees: Ane Romero, State Director for the Senator’s staff; Graham Mason, Legisla;ve Director in 
DC (w Senator since 2014); Denise Sofranko, Kathy Haaland, Susan Kelly (invisible 505); Oscar Simpson 
(Indivisible Rio Grande); Sandy Stulberg, Willie Orr, Amy Antle (Albuquerque Indivisible) 

Thanks to Senator Lujan for: 

• Senator Luján, along with Senator Crapo, in leading colleagues in a leTer to congressional 
leadership urging extension and expansion of the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) 
Amendments in congress ahead of the sunset date later this year.  Unfortunately, the 
amendments were not included in the Omnibus Bill. They almost made it, but inclusion was 
blocked by Republicans. The Senator s>ll has a stand-alone bill, which he hopes will be passed 
before RECA sunsets in July, 2022. 

• Statement on President Biden’s nomina;on for new Supreme Court Jus;ce 

• A special thanks to the Senator’s staff for the way they handled the intense situa;on surrounding 
the Senator’s recent health emergency. The Senator’s staff managed to balance respect for 
privacy with though\ulness and professionalism and they deserve high marks! We are all 
thankful that he is back and doing very well! 

High Priority Items: 

• Any updates on the Freedom to Vote Act/John Lewis Voting Rights Act?  
No news. They are working on a path to move forward. 

• Any updates on the blue vs. green hydrogen issue? Did you hear back from your 
legislative team? The Senator sees that we are in a genera>onal moment to address climate 
change. We are far behind the interna>onal community. All op>ons should be on the table and 
there will be back and forth. Green hydrogen may be part of a path forward to a green economy. 
Ane will invite Clarissa, their energy/climate staff expert to the next mee>ng. 

• We are hearing that some of the components of the Build Back Better bill might be 
coming up for discussion again. Any news or updates on this? They are s>ll hoping that 
parts of BBB make it into the reconcilia>on package. The Senator wants to go big on climate, but 
they are not sure what aspects will be included. Senator Manchin will have a big role and BRL will 
keep pushing. They need to get through the Supreme Court nomina>on process first. 

New and Ongoing Issues:  

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS): Direct Contracting: Any feedback 
from the Senator’s health expert? The Senator will oppose anything that heads towards 
priva>za>on. He fought hard in the House against Paul Ryan’s efforts in this regard. The Senator 
is having ongoing conversa>ons about this issue. Ane will ask Kelly, the Senator’s healthcare 
expert, to aVend a future mee>ng. 


