
Indivisible SOS  
Meeting notes 
March 14, 2022 

Ricann Bock led the meeting in Sandy’s absence. 

Announcements 

• We still need three people to sign up for the NM Indivisible conference in ABQ 
end of April. Hotel recommendations are forthcoming. Ezra Levin, co-founder 
of national Indivisible, is the keynote speaker. Confirm your attendance with 
Sandy. 

• Next week’s speaker is Cara Lynch, co-founder of Legislative Momentum, an 
organization that gives junior women legislators power and voice through employing 
collaborative leadership and teamwork models. She is also a practicing environmental lawyer 
for the Coalition for Clean and Affordable Energy in New Mexico. Jayne encourages 
everyone to attend. 

• Gabe Vasquez, Democratic candidate for CD2, will be our speaker on March 
28. 

• We need to recruit chairs for committees on immigration and gun violence 
and encourage all members to serve on at least one committee. 

• Monica did a quick show-and-tell of our website, noting calendar and 
members sections. Members are reminded to use our site. 

• Blue CD2 has gotten a commitment from Rachel Bitecofer to participate in a 
virtual fundraiser. Bitecofer is an advisor to the Lincoln Project and a noted 
Democrat strategist. Ricann will circulate details. 

• Cynthia reported on a recent call with NMIC (NM Indivisible Conference). 
There are 13 Indivisible chapters in the state and her sense is that some are 
falling apart due to lack of leadership, aging membership and/or other 
issues.  

• Elizabeth said that Patricia and she have been talking about the possibility of 
mentoring other groups on climate issues. They will try to use the statewide 
conference as an opportunity for outreach. Marti suggested that we consider 
inviting members of other chapters to attend our committee meetings and/or 
receive alerts. Cynthia suggested we put Elizabeth on a future NMIC call 
agenda. 

• Ricann suggested we organize NM Indivisible chapters by Congressional 
district. 



• There was a discussion about how we are coping with the war in Ukraine and 
whether/how we can support one another. The Santa Fe Community 
Foundation has assembled a list of charities working on the ground in Ukraine 
and surrounding countries; the list is available on their website. 

Presentation by Rachel Feldman on lessons learned during the ’22 legislative 
session 

• Much of our success this year was tabling/killing bad bills 

• “Governor’s messaging” is Lujan Grisham’s priority list for actions she wants 
legislators to take 

• Issues also become priority through the work of interim committees. These 
committees start meeting in May and can meet 4-6 times before the session. 
Many members and advisors are on these committees. The Legislative 
Finance Council is an important group to watch. All these groups provide 
important information that will help educate us on subject matter. Agendas 
are posted in advance. Interim committees often propose/endorse legislation 
early; we should monitor these meetings through the year. 

• The LFC is accessible and can provide financial impact reports if requested. 
Don’t approach them during the session. The LFC meets throughout the year. 

• It’s worth getting to know legislators and advisors in specific subject areas. 

• There will likely be a special session in which suspending the gas tax and 
junior budget could be passed 

• Issues between the governor and the legislature are often not transparent; 
the behind-the-scenes politics are complex. The lack of transparency may not 
be as bad in a 60-day session 

• There are a lot of internal maneuvers outside of regular committee meetings, 
i.e. bills placed inside other, often irrelevant, bills 

• Our group achieved a lot of visibility this session, through letters, thank you 
notes, etc. This will make it easier for us to be effective going forward. 

• The best time to send thank you notes is after the session is over 

• Leaderships’ offices weren’t always on top of budget issues. Unfortunately 
many legislators, including appropriation committee members, are not fluent 
in the budget 

• Especially in short sessions, when legislators have little/no staff, they don’t 
read bills or budgets 



• Our group can help fill in information/provide research to legislators 

• The 2023 session will be important since all state senators are up for re-
election in ’24. 

• Regarding the filibuster that was deployed at the end of this year’s session to 
kill voting rights legislation, we an write to Peter Wirth and chair of rules 
committee asking for a change of rules in future. 

• We need to build the capacity of our members to work the legislature before 
the ’23 session, including tracking bills and coordinating our efforts. We need 
a few members who can monitor budget detail. We should use a standard bill 
alert (Rachel has developed one) and standardize our letter approval process.  

The group thanked Rachel for sharing so much valuable information. 


