
2/21/22 AGENDA: 
Sandy asked about attendance at the New Mexico Indivisible Congress conference 
4/29, mentioned, as well as deep canvasing on Sunday and a pot luck with Lauren 
Oertel. 
Talked about post cards for TLF’s campaign, ones for pickup at Marti’s are delayed to 
the end of  the week. We need an organized process for the letter writing campaign.  
Mentioned going back to the hybrid model soon.  Masks optional and vaccinations 
mandatory? 
TODAY'S AGENDA: 

1. Reports from any statewide or national meetings 
Pam mentioned DNC voting rights protection plan with an email for those 

who want to get involved.  
Ricann talked about NMIC and the conference, wanting speakers such as MLG, 

TLG and others, guests: Gabe V. Melanie S, TLG, Ezra Levin, and terrific workshop 
agenda. Blue CD2 toolkit discussed.  $8K Indivisible grant for conference. Indigenous 
Learning initiative discussed. Reports from each group were presented. Signs with the 
word Honk to start is good and to get press coverage to tie into a national issue.  

Sandy mentioned the program committee, and a workshop Rachel is organizing 
on Use of  Force in Law Enforcement perhaps with Sheriff  Mendoza, and others, 
such as sustaining our groups.  

2. What new members need to feel part of  the group and like contributing 
members.  What do you need?   
We talked about pairing new members with more seasoned members, which 
new members thought was a good idea, and a zoom technical session was 
suggested. 
Mitzi mentioned getting some orientation was good and how disorienting it 
was to drop in during session. Orientation would be a good idea we agreed.   
Dottie would coordinate a new member orientation and ask for new bios of  
new members with a template.  
We talked about social events and a new member, Terry, who might run with 
that and do a social before May.  
Faith wanted an orientation and social.  
Pam mentioned how difficult it is to navigate the NM Session.   
Marti said she would help with that, as well as Rachel.  Elizabeth seconded the 
confusion of  the NM Legislature and mentioned sending emails, etc, as well as 
the emotional component of  session.  
Post cards were also discussed again and how and when to pick them up.    

3. Recap of  our successes and losses this session as well as lessons learned for next 
time (chairs and group members)  

Sandy introduced successes and failures, priorities, lessons learned.  



Rachel has a document of  what happened and where we go from here to share.   
Roberta, Strengthen Democracy chair, mentioned the voting rights bill that did 

not pass, SB 8 and was blocked. It may have been helpful to meet with Democratic 
leadership to see what to watch for.   

Elizabeth, Climate/Environment, said there were a lot of  meaningful bills that 
went through, biggest win was preventing the Hydrogen Hub which was tried in 
different ways but may come up again. Uranium mine clean up and CEED grant also 
passed.  

Clean Futures Act, Green Amendment, Radioactive Waste Block did not pass, 
working with local legislators and we need a personal relationship with them to help 
us understand how legislation can this get through.  

Jan, Wildlife Advocacy, talked about one bill that disappeared then came back, 
Natural Heritage bill did not pass, and was questionable, 2 memorials 49 we opposed 
livestock protection, that got blocked in committee, SJM2 asking Fed Gov to strategy 
to protect flora and fauna which also went nowhere in House Floor. 

Barbara, Gun Violence, stepped down after session over her disappointment, 
that HB9 child access prevention, did not pass, and she wants to encourage someone 
to take that committee up.  

Gloria mentioned the letters we signed off  on.   
Sandy said Nancy Rodriguez, who mentioned our high visibility.  Egolf  

resignation mentioned, Reena Szczepanski, will be running and would be a good 
speaker.   

Pam asked about how HB8 was blocked, Sen. Sharer ‘filibustered’, and then 
someone else placed a call on the Senate to block the vote. Rules issue problems that 
may be resolved.   

Rachel, Immigration, reported that her committee and the group did have 
some successes:  Sandy praised the document she shared, and she said it was what she 
did in her career.  Said NM politics are very weird compared to other states.   
Some bills just didn’t fit as well in the 30day session, mentioned the Governor’s 
messaging and priorities and budgeting issues as that is the priority for the 30-day 
session.  A high number of  bills were introduced and many 30% about were not 
heard at all, some passed only in one chamber, a small percentage of  bills were passed 
and would likely be signed by the Governor.   

Hydrogen Hub was successfully blocked, environmental expert testimony was 
very good and a good reason to listen to the hearing as it was very educational.   

Criminal justice bills that were draconian were successfully blocked.  Both are 
important. Hydrogen hub would have been devastating, criminal justice bills would 
also have been.   

Pre-trial Release and Denial of  Bail bills killed, did get a bill for Missing 
Indigenous Persons with bipartisan support.  Access to services for those with limited 



English and civil rights for Native Americans.  Two memorials with almost unanimous 
consent to study collapsing county Jails into a unified prison system, under 
Association of  Counties.   

Revision of  curriculum for Law Enforcement Academy which Sherriff  
Montoya has bene working with us on.  Dummy bill was submitted to put some 
criminal justice bills, mostly good ones including the academy training bill, but it did 
not make it through the Senate.  It went in contrast to what the Governor wanted to 
do.   

Immigration issues, managed to get $10 million, but not the rest of  the $ and 
without Mimi Stewart and Peter Wirth.  Somos (Un Pueblo Unido) people were 
appreciative of  our help and mentioned a letter to the editor that Cynthia wrote on 
Immigration.  

Tax rebates, Somos wanted to target to just lower income people, but then 
disappeared. Now everyone will get a rebate for 21 and 22 under $300K.  Will help 
low income and essential workers.  Our letters were helpful in getting that through.   

We talked about sending a thank you notes to our legislators and Sandy said she 
had some beautiful cards done by our members and she sent them to Senate Finance 
Committee to thank them for HB 163, especially the Chair.  Mimi Stewart mentioned 
how impactful it was to get a note from us.  Will send 18 more notes to legislators to 
people who made a difference.   

Almost but not quite due to Senate obstruction:  Violence intervention and 
crime prevention, committees work between the sessions.  She said not to be too 
disappointed as the next session is a longer one and it should come back next year.   

Next year Law Enforcement Academy board and curriculum will be 
introduced.  Preventing life sentences for minors was pulled but will be reintroduced.  
The climate and voting rights bills will come back as well as access to firearms by a 
minor.   

Primary election process change is being considered to allow independents to 
vote, which we may want to think about.   

Mentioned pay day lending bill and free tuition for anyone who wants to go 
back to school.  Housing and food insecurity bills were also passed.  We may want to 
pick up on economic justice bills.   

We decided to put off  the Lessons Learned for our next internal meeting the 
2nd Monday in March.   

Sandy stated that signing the letters alone is significant, but we always hit a 
majority.  It really makes a difference.  

Committee chairs meeting mentioned at closing.   


